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All are welcome.  
All are valued as part 
of the community. 
All are loved by God.
The Protestant Chaplaincy and 
the Protestant Students Associa-
tion (PSA) strive to be a radically 
welcoming and inclusive commu-
nity. We invite people of every 
race, color, national and ethnic 

origin, age, religious background, veteran status, ability, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression to bring the 
fullness of who they are into this community.

Students Serve Meals in Partnership with 
Somerville Homeless Coalition and Local Church
Students from PSA lead a monthly trip to Davis Square to 
cook a meal and share it with residents of a shelter main-
tained by the Somerville Homeless Coalition. Mira Guha, 
A19, began organizing this regular outreach opportunity in 
the winter of 2017 and it has been going strong ever since. 
Funding for the food needed to make each meal has been 
provided through student donations and the generous sup-
port of Clarendon Hill Presbyterian Church in Somerville. If 
you or your faith community would like to give in support of 
PSA’s meal outreach, please contact Chaplain Dan.

Chaplain Dan Ordained Episcopal Priest 
On February 24, 2018, the Reverend Daniel Bell, Tufts’ 
Protestant Chaplain, was ordained an Episcopal priest at 
Grace Church in Medford by the Right Reverend Alan M. 
Gates. Chaplain Dan was grateful to have many students 
and colleagues in attendance. Several student leaders from 
PSA assisted in worship.

The Reverend Edwin Johnson, A04, Rector of St. Mary’s 
Episcopal Church in Dorchester, MA, and Dan’s ordination 
advisor, gave the sermon. He challenged and encouraged 
Dan to live deeply into his calling to love, serve, and work 
for justice.
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Pride in the P.E.W. and Transgender Awareness Week
The Protestant Chaplaincy and PSA lived into their mission of Radical 
Welcome in two special ways last fall. In October we gathered for a service 
of Protestant Evening Worship in celebration of LGBTQIA+ Pride. Students 
decorated Goddard Chapel in rainbow colors and were excited to welcome 
guest preacher Megan Berkowitz, A14. Megan is a Master of Divinity stu-
dent at the Boston University School of Theology and pursuing ordination 
within the United Church of Christ. She invited students to consider what it 
means to bring our authentic selves into beloved community. In November 
we commemorated Transgender Awareness Week by proudly welcoming 
guest preacher Garrett Garborcauskas, a queer transgender man discerning 
a call to the Episcopal priesthood and to medical school. During our time of 
prayer, we offered a moment of silence for the lives lost in the past year to 
transphobic violence.

Queer in Spirit
In the spirit of Radical Welcome, Chaplain Dan launched a new student 
group in the fall of 2017, Queer in Spirit, with support from the University 
Chaplaincy and Tufts’ LGBT Center. The group is interfaith and especially 
meant for students who are seeking to integrate their gender/sexual identi-
ties and faith/spirituality. Students met with Chaplain Dan this past year to 
share spiritual autobiographies, reflect on poetry, and write holiday cards to 
queer prisoners through Black and Pink, an organization dedicated to advo-
cating on behalf of members of the LGBTQIA+ community who are incarcer-
ated. Queer in Spirit also made a “pilgrimage” to Goddard Chapel to view 
and discuss “Still Here,” a student art exhibit by Amanda Ng Yann Chwen, 
A18, celebrating the lives of the 25 people in the United States known to 
have been lost to anti-transgender violence since November 2016.

Out of Order Film Screening and Discussion
On November 16, 2017, students and staff gathered in the Tufts Interfaith 
Center for a special evening with Alex McNeill, the Executive Director of 
More Light Presbyterians and the first openly transgender person to head 
a mainline Protestant organization. After enjoying some time for food and 
fellowship, participants watched Out of Order, a documentary that features 
Alex and several other LGBTQIA+ members of the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.) and their stories of seeking ordination in their denomination. The 
film highlights the challenges of working for positive change in religious 
institutions and the role that faith, family, and community can play in affirm-
ing people’s gender and sexual identities, and in discerning their vocations 
as beloved children of God. The event was co-sponsored by the Protestant 
Chaplaincy, the Catholic Chaplaincy, the Department of Religion, the LGBT 
Center, and Clarendon Hill Presbyterian Church in Somerville.



The Future Is Bright: Introducing the PSA 2018-2019 Executive Board
Members of Tufts’ Protestant Students Association Executive Board share a bit about themselves and 
what excites them about Protestant life on campus.

Mira Guha, A19, Co-President 
My name is Mira and I am so excited to be one of the co-presidents of PSA this year! I am a 
music major, pre-med in my fourth year of Tufts and have been involved with the PSA since 
my freshman year when I decided to drop by the PSA Orientation Brunch. After a mere half 
hour with this group, I knew PSA would be an integral part of my time here at Tufts. The past 
three years have been filled with relaxing Sunday evening services in our beautiful Goddard 
Chapel, winter retreats in North Andover, game and t-shirt decorating nights, evenings cook-
ing dinner at the Somerville Homeless Coalition, and so much more with my PSA family.

Mikayla Ver Pault, A19, Co-President
I’m a senior majoring in clinical psychology and German studies, and I am one of the 
co-presidents of PSA this year. I really enjoy that we have preachers and ministers from all 
different denominations give sermons at our Sunday worship. I’ve learned so much about 
the different denominations and have gained a larger understanding about Christianity. I’m 
excited to learn who will be preaching and can’t wait for the coming year!

Sara Mitchell, A21, Treasurer
I am a rising sophomore on the Women’s Cross Country and Track and Field teams. I am 
following a Pre-Physician Assistant Track and have declared a Biology major with a minor 
in Food Systems and Nutrition. What drew me into joining PSA is its welcoming, friendly 
and low-stress atmosphere. After reflecting on my freshman year, I have realized it brings 
together a group of students I would have otherwise probably never met on campus. We are 
united under one roof, not to take an exam or play a sport. Rather, we voluntarily continue to 
share a meaningful time each week relaxing and worshipping in our own way.

Elliot Pavlovich, A20, Music & Worship Coordinator
I am a junior Mechanical Engineering/Math double major. I was elected as music coordina-
tor of PSA for the 2018-2019 year, so there’s bound to be good music. The PSA community is 
so friendly and loving. I have made so many friends through PSA and can’t wait to see them. 
I’m also super excited to start doing the monthly Homeless Coalition meals.



For Everything There Is a Season: Highlights from 2017-2018

After cooking a meal at the Somer-
ville Homeless Coalition in July 2018, 
students and graduates meet for ice 
cream at a favorite local spot, J.P. Licks, 
in Davis Square.

Students at Rolling Ridge Retreat and 
Conference Center enjoy the warmth of 
good food and fellowship together on a 
cold winter day in February 2018.

Students gather around a camp fire 
during a fall retreat to the Blue Hills, 
south of Boston, in October 2017.

Sam Swoap, A20, Outreach Coordinator
I’m a junior majoring in Computer Science, and I’m the Outreach Coordinator. I got involved 
with PSA my sophomore year when I went to a worship service and loved it immediately. 
What I like most about PSA is that it’s a community on campus that is about fellowship and 
coming together as one. I especially look forward to our nights making food at the Somer-
ville Homeless Coalition, our Sunday worship services, and welcoming new members to our 
PSA family.

Alice Dempsey, A21, Fellowship Chair 
I’m a sophomore studying Computer Science and possibly double-majoring with Religion. 
I’m an active member of the Tufts Ballroom Team, travelling and competing regionally as a 
Bronze dancer. I’ve also worked on a couple of JumboCode projects, creating websites for 
local nonprofits. I am incredibly excited to be the Fellowship Chair next year at PSA, and I 
cannot wait to organize an apple-picking trip in the fall!

Olaoluwa Faleye, A21, Interfaith Student Council Representative
My name is Olaoluwa. I am a sophomore and major in Mechanical Engineering. I was drawn 
to PSA because I wanted to join a faith community on campus that had services and that 
also brought together different people on campus. I think PSA does a great job of that and 
you should come through one Sunday evening.



Tufts Protestant Chaplaincy | Tufts University Chaplaincy | Goddard Chapel | 3 The Green | Medford, MA 02155
Rev. Daniel Bell, Protestant Chaplain | Daniel.Bell@tufts.edu | 617.627.2097 | http://chaplaincy.tufts.edu/protestant

Protestant Chaplaincy

Second Annual Interfaith Field Trip
As an integrated part of the Tufts University Chaplaincy, the Protestant Chaplaincy deeply values interfaith partnerships. 
For the second time ever, students were invited by Chaplain Dan and Tufts’ Muslim Chaplain, Celene Ibrahim, to join them 
on a trip to downtown Boston to experience interfaith collaboration in action. Around ten students accompanied Dan and 
Celene to the Episcopal Cathedral of St. Paul, where a Muslim community has been meeting for Jummah services for over 
a decade now. Students had the opportunity to observe or participate in the service, which takes place in the cathedral’s 
main worship space. Afterwards, they joined faith leaders from the Muslim and Episcopal communities in Boston for an 
informal lunch conversation.

Faculty and Staff Spirituality Group
Chaplain Dan launched a faculty and staff spirituality group 
in the fall of 2017. The group meets for a time of conver-
sation, reflection, study, and prayer. Below, a faculty mem-
ber offers a note of appreciation for this new ministry on 
campus.

“For the past several years, I have been hoping to connect 
with other faculty and staff at Tufts who are committed 
to viewing their work and the world through a spiritual 
lens. I have many colleagues with whom I share common 
intellectual, political, and ethical interests, but have 
found that spiritual concerns are rarely brought to bear 
on our conversations or collaborations. In the present 
moment, having companions with whom I can discuss 
my own spiritual perspectives about global, national, 
local, campus, and personal events has felt increasingly 
urgent. I am so grateful that the faculty and staff group 
has provided a place to bring my questions, anxieties, 
and hopes. The relationships we have formed – that cut 
across departments and positions and probably even 
political or social divides – have been life-giving and 
sustaining during a challenging period in my own profes-
sional development. Thank you, Dan!“

Students relax with snacks and games during our annual 
retreat to Rolling Ridge Retreat and Conference Center in 
North Andover, MA, February 3-4, 2018.

Class of 2018 graduates and  
PSA leaders Dan Kimmick (left), 
Caitlin Kornick (center), and Mary 
Travers (right) take part in the #In-
terfaithMonth photo campaign, an 
initiative led by the Interfaith Student 
Council to help students express 
their beliefs about spirituality and the 
importance of interfaith cooperation.

Student Bible Study
Chaplain Dan led two different Bible studies for students 
in 2017-2018. During the fall, they reflected on how Scrip-
ture relates to issues of social justice today. In the spring, 
they explored Luke’s Gospel and the Book of Acts. These 
opportunities not only afforded them the chance to deepen 
their understanding of the Bible. Each gathering was also 
an invitation to deepen relationships as they explored big 
questions about God and life.



Support Protestant Life at Tufts University 

Please consider making a gift to support the Protestant Chaplaincy’s vital 
ministry at Tufts. Here are some suggestions for how you can help make a 
difference in students’ lives:

To give to the Tufts Protestant Chaplaincy online, please visit http://chaplaincy.tufts.edu/giving.

To discuss a major gift, endowment, or bequest, please contact Protestant Chaplain The Reverend Dan Bell or our  
Advancement liaison Rob Ayles.

617-627-2675  I  Robert.Ayles@tufts.edu Thank you for your support.

Rev. Daniel Bell, Protestant Chaplain
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Celebrating Our Graduates
The Class of 2018 included several members of the PSA’s Executive 
Board. Graduates included Amanda Borquaye, Daniel Kimmick, 
Caitlin Kornick, Mary Travers, and Kathryn Tweel. The day before 
Commencement exercises, seniors and their families joined faculty 
and staff at the annual Baccalaureate service, which is organized 
by the University Chaplaincy. 

Amanda Borquaye (pictured on left) and Mary Travers (right), 
PSA’s 2017-18 Executive Board Co-Presidents, offered a Scripture 
reading to represent the Christian tradition. They chose Matthew 
25:35-40, a striking parable of the last judgement and God’s call 
for us to serve “the least of these.” Congratulations and blessings 
to our new graduates!

Chaplain Dan, Mary Travers, A18 
(left), and Amanda Borquaye, 
A18 (right) have a moment to 
celebrate together in May 2018 
just before Baccalaureate begins.

Thanking Our Denominational Partners
The Protestant Chaplaincy relies on the generosity of individuals and faith 
communities to sustain its vital mission and work at Tufts University. We give 
special thanks to the Episcopal Diocese of Massachusetts for their strong sup-
port of this ministry over many years. 

We are also very grateful for support from the Board of Higher Education and 
Campus Ministry of the New England Conference of the United Methodist 
Church. Our partnerships with these denominational bodies and local congre-
gations underscores the crucial importance of ministry with young adults and 
university students in the life of the Church. Thank you.

■ $150    “Queer in Spirit” meals for one semester        
■ $500    One weekly worship service

■ $200    Interfaith field trip to Boston
■ $750    Fall welcome event

■ $300    Ecumenical Easter brunch
 ■ $1,500    Annual winter retreat


