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Greetings of peace!
We are so pleased to be launching our first newsletter for the Catholic
Chaplaincy at Tufts. This publication is an opportunity to tell our story
to incoming and prospective students and to also stay connected to our
roots—all of our beloved alumni. You are such a vital part of our identity.
We are so proud of how the Catholic Community at Tufts has grown over
the years and the great ministries our students have taken on. It is my
hope you will continue to support us in time, talent and treasure.

Choir director Chris Kuhner, A17
singing at mass with Trish Gansert,
G14, Lucia Ramirez, G18, Magnifique
Mukundwa, E20

Catholic Chaplain Lynn Cooper

This is such an exciting time to be a part of the spiritual life on campus. The spirit is moving. September 3, 2017, will mark our first 5 PM
mass in Goddard Chapel. It is hard to say goodbye to the 10 PM mass
at Tufts. This late night tradition has been a defining aspect of our
Catholic spiritual life for more than 30 years. That being said, our
spring survey showed an overwhelming support for this time change.
On May 7, 2017, we honored the beauty and holiness of the 10 PM liturgy with a moment of prayerful silence. It has been a wonder-full experience gathering for worship at this contemplative time of the day
but as I mentioned above, the spirit is moving and we must go where
the spirit leads us. We are excited by the fellowship opportunities that
this new mass time will afford us, including the possibility of celebrating liturgy with some of you visitors to the hill. All are welcome and as
always, come as you are!

New Mass time: Sundays at 5:00pm
In response to the changing needs of our community, we will be celebrating weekly mass during
term at 5 PM in Goddard Chapel starting Sunday, September 3, 2017.
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Faith Is a Verb Series
Faith Is a Verb seeks to broaden our sense of possibility when it comes to living vocational lives out in the world. Our
guests are folks who are living witness to the gospel, working for justice in their respective fields. In the past two years,
we have welcomed an attorney who began a law clinic to support folks in foreclosure, an educator and organizer in
energy democracy, and a pediatrician and mental health provider who has devoted herself to serving under resourced
and vulnerable communities.

Tending to the Soul

Wake Up and Live

Fall 2016 Faith Is a Verb speaker, Dr. Mariette Murphy, outside
Goddard Chapel. Dr. Murphy came to Tufts to speak about the
vocational demands in medicine and opportunities for spiritual
development along the journey.

Spring 2017 Faith Is a Verb speaker, Christine Mitchell (right),
speaks with Fletcher School student Claire Gooding about international human rights. Christine came to Tufts to speak about
her work at the intersection of religion, race and public health.

Medicine, Ministry, and Spiritual Practice

The Intersection of Race, Religion, and Public Health

Fall and Spring Retreats
CCT retreats twice a year, once in the fall and once in the
spring.
The fall retreat is an exercise in simplicity as we head
to the woods for fellowship, prayer and a lot of laughter.
This past year, we partnered with the Protestant Students
Association and spent the weekend at Camp Nihan. The
second day, we joined in on the PSA tradition of apple
picking. As a community of Christians, we delight in any
opportunity to come together and be one church at Tufts.
This autumn adventure planted the seeds for a great year
together.
For our spring retreat, we head to Cape Cod to embrace
the contemplative nature of the sea in wintertime. Breaking bread with one another is the center of this first night
away from campus. It is a time to unwind, unplug and to
simply be present. The theme of our retreat in February
was Transfiguration.

Top: Members of the Protestant Students Association and Catholic
Community at Tufts go apple picking.
Bottom: Retreatants eating a homemade meal on the first night
of spring retreat at Craigville Beach Cape Cod.
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Community Partners: EVkids
Founded in 1980, EVkids is a non-profit mentoring and tutoring program that pairs college students with 3rd-12th
middle and high school aged students in Boston. Our city is home to profound disparities in access to education and
EVkids aims to lessen the chasm between universities and under-resourced neighborhoods of Boston. Members of
the tutoring volunteer corps work one-to-one with their tutees, meeting with them each week in Dorchester, walking
with them in school and life. The mission of EVkids is to “empower youth from Boston’s inner city with the skills and
confidence needed to realize their potential.” This fall will be our fourth year collaborating with EVkids. If you are interested in learning more about this opportunity, please contact EVkids Tutor Director and Chaplain Heather Angell
(HeatherAngell@evkids.org).

EVkids Tutor Experience
“I’ve been in the program since my freshman year and I can’t believe this will be my last year. I’ve gotten to know my
tutee since she was in 5th grade. We’ve worked on everything from math problems to geography. I’ve had the chance
to be there for her as she’s changed schools, to celebrate birthdays together, and to meet some of her family. My role
is more than just tutoring but to be a mentor.”
– Rachel Walhert, A18
Left: Marjorie de la Rosa, A18,
with her tutee Giszelle, her tutee
for the past three years, at Celtics
Mentoring Night this past spring.
Right: Lizzy Moison, A20, with her
tutee Ashna and siblings Amanj
and Roshna at the Celtics Mentoring Night this past spring.

Mary[am] Dialogue by Joseph Tramontozzi, E19
Conversation was easy for my roommate and me our freshman year. Hamoody and I would
stay up late at night talking about soccer or the best flavor shot in Dunkin Donuts coffees. But
one unexpected conversation that came up regularly was religion. Both Hamoody and I were
involved with our respective religious groups on campus: he with the Muslim Students Association (MSA) and I with the Catholic Community at Tufts (CCT). We would compare and
share doctrine and traditions until we fell asleep. The best discussions were when we found
commonalities between our faiths, and we discovered that there were a lot more than either
of us had known about. Thus, we began an informal interfaith dialogue right in our dorm room.
For anyone not Catholic, our devotion to the Virgin Mary may seem strange. To us she is the
perfect human being, without sin. She is our Queen. Mariology, the study of Mary, is an entire
field dedicated to her. But little did I know Mary is also revered in the Islamic tradition. Hamoody shared with me the suras (chapters) in the Quran dedicated to Miriam, the mother of
Jesus. More is written about Mary in the Quran than in the Bible!
From our dorm room chats, Hamoody and I moved to reach out to our religious communities
and chaplains. Our aim was to host an interfaith discussion on Mary/Maryam. We titled the
event “Mary[am]: An Interfaith Discussion on a Shared Figure: From the Immaculate Conception Onward”. On that Sunday afternoon, we looked at the scripture defining her in Islam and
in encyclicals and we explored her depictions in iconography and Islamic calligraphy.
When Hamoody and I planned this event, we sought to bring our communities together,
spreading awareness about the deep similarities between our faiths. We see interfaith dialogue as a crucial component to reducing prejudices and bigotry
and celebrate commonalities and relationships. With the resources of the Chaplaincy, MSA, CCT and a student body eager to learn about different faiths,
interfaith dialogues on campus have been one of the unexpected benefits of being at Tufts.
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Pianist Peter Hemstock
It is with great joy that we celebrate the ministry of Peter Hemstock. Peter has
been serving the Catholic Community at Tufts for over twenty years, playing
the piano at mass and working closely with students in the choir and those in
supportive liturgical ministries. After moving to Boston for school, Peter sought
out a Catholic community that echoed his own experience growing up with the
Paulist priests at the University of California San Diego. The Catholic Chaplain at
that time, Fr. Hunt, was a Paulist Priest and so began Peter’s tenure at Goddard
Chapel mass. Over the years, Peter has been the backbone of our liturgy. He has
walked side-by-side with students who are new to leadership roles, encouraging
all members of the Catholic Community at Tufts to take ownership of their experience of mass and think deeply about what it means to be church. We are so
grateful for his continued service and dedication and we are truly blessed to be
in communion with him.

Reconciliation

Confirmation

First and third Fridays, 3-5 PM
Interfaith Center

Catholics who have celebrated the Sacraments of Baptism and Holy
Communion and are interested in preparing for the Sacrament of
Confirmation are invited to join the Confirmation class in the fall.
Please contact Catholic Chaplain Lynn Cooper for more information.

Support Catholic Life at Tufts University
A substantial portion of our annual programs
are made possible by community donations.
To give to the Tufts Catholic Chaplaincy Fund
online, please visit:
http://chaplaincy.tufts.edu/how-to-give
To make a gift by credit card over the phone
please contact Tufts Senior Associate Director
of Development Rob Ayles:
617-627-2675
Robert.Ayles@tufts.edu
Thank you for your support.
Students chatting before the first mass of the semester
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